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Val Bootle meets a Second World War veteran who was a true freedom fighter

THANKS to a Canadian
cousin, architect Mchael
Bayley has been sent a
nedal for helping to liber-
ate Holland from the Ger-
mans at a tine which the
Dutch say wes the blackest
in the entire Second Vérld
Waer .

“There are probably las
d other people inthis area
who are etitled to it too,
said M Bayley, wolivesin
Westnorland Road, Mid-
enhead. It is a specia
‘nedal of renenbrance’ for
veterans who fought in the
Netherlands in 1944 and
1945.

A young lieutenant wth
the Cheshire Reginent,
who vol unteered for service
as soon as he reached the
age of 18, after training
M chael Bayley was sent
first to Normandy in the
Wakeo‘ the D Day invasi on
to ‘step into a dead nan's
shoes’ .

WELCOME TOMMY: The road into Doorn at the liberation, as sketched by Mr Bayley.
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He took part inthe Alied
advance through Bel gi um
and, at the Dutch bor der,
was sent wth a detach-
ment to support Canadi an
forces who were suf fering
heavy losses. He spent the
winter based in the Dutch
town of Nijnegen, not far
from Arnhem fighting
har d to advance across the
Rver RFiine and into Ger-
ma ny.

“You renenber the nice
hts, but forget the worg,”
he said. As wdl & hisrifle,
he carried a sketch book in
order to nake draw ngs of
places like the Njnegen
mud flats which held the
stinking carcasses of dead
cattle and hor ses.

“They nicknamed us the
N j negen Home Cuard. Ve
coul dn’t advance into Hl -
land because the Ger mans
there threatened to open
the dykes and flood the

country” said M Bayley.  \epAL GURU: Michael Bayley with the medal presented to him for his part in the

The Dutch people were
starving. In the wor ds o liberation of Holland. Ref:80009/1

one per son who wote a let -
ter o thanks to the libera-

tars which waes sent to the
veterans along wth the
medal : “Many d themeat a

long tine grass and other
food for aninals. You have
help us to come to the end

-
d a dark period of terror
by the Gr mans.
“Many o vyour friends
died in battle for our free-

dom V¢ never forget that
fact,” he added.
In the wnter of 1944-45

many peopl e in the Nether -
lands stayed di ve thanks to
food dropped by the Cana-

dian Ar Force. And there-
by hangs a tale.
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LOOKOUT: One of Mr Bayley’s colleague surveys the
terrain around the Maas near Lewarden.




